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Can You See into the Future? 
You don’t need a crystal ball to know that animals will always need our help. We’ve  
been helping them, with the support of friends like you, since 1868.

Please, as you make your estate plans, consider a bequest to the 
MSPCA–Angell as a fitting continuation of your lifelong love for 
animals. And when you do, please let us know! We’d like to invite you into our  
Circle of Friends and acknowledge your thoughtful concern for the future of our  
organization. By providing for the animals in your own future plans, you become  
an essential member of our Society.

For more information, contact Kathleen Santry, Manager,  
MSPCA Giving Circles, at 617 541-5075 or via e-mail at  
ksantry@mspca.org. 

Honor Animals with a Beautiful 
Necklace  
Amelia Rose Design has teamed up with  
MSPCA–Angell to create a beautiful paw-print  
pendant to help raise money for the kindness and 
care of animals. It’s available in sterling silver 
or gold vermeil for a contribution of $60 (all but 
$15 is tax deductible). A wonderful gift for animal 
lovers! To place an order, please  
contact Raina Connelly at 617 541-5046 
or rconnelly@mspca.org, or visit  
mspca.org/necklace.

Our Monthly Donors Are ANGELLS OF KINDNESS!
OVER 65,000 ANIMALS A YEAR RELY ON US…and we rely on our monthly donors.  
Monthly donations allow us to be ready whenever animals need us. Once you sign up, your 
contributions will automatically begin to help animals in need. Please visit mspca.org/AOK 
or call 617 541-5081 to become an Angell of Kindness!

Scan here to give monthly!
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We’d like to see your pet on our Holiday Tree! See page 8INSIDE:

35 Mistreated Farm  
Animals Rescued by MSPCA

Surgeon Removes Stick Hidden 
Inside Dog for Five Years

Targeted Spay/Neuter Efforts
Trigger Decline in Cat Intake 



You’ll Definitely Want to 
Save These Dates!
We know you’re busy, so we want to make sure you get 
these very important MSPCA–Angell dates on your calendars 
way in advance. We look forward to having you join us!
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Wait — Did You Say “Emu”?

On a bitter February day this past winter, MSPCA  
Law Enforcement Officer Christine Allenberg returned 
to inspect a farm in Ludlow, Massachusetts, where she 

had once charged the negligent owner with 10 separate counts  
of animal cruelty. What she discovered was truly appalling.

Thirty-five wet, freezing, emaciated animals stood forlornly in 
the snow, their misery apparent. All of them would have to be 
removed from the farm immediately. There were four donkeys, 
eight ponies, six pigs, four goats, four alpacas, four ducks, two 
sheep, one goose, one rabbit, and even an emu. Medical evaluations would reveal that in addition to starvation 
and thirst, prolonged neglect had caused many of them to suffer dental disease, overgrown hooves, internal and 
external parasites, and other health problems. Two of the ponies were pregnant. One alpaca was in such poor 
condition that he needed critical care from the Tufts large-animal veterinary center in Grafton.

Notified of the impending seizure, our staff at Nevins Farm responded with 
characteristic savvy and speed. They moved some equine residents to foster homes 
to make room for the incoming, needier animals. They collaborated with their 
counterparts at the Animal Rescue League, who helped 
by taking some of the animals to the League’s farm in 
Dedham. And they marshaled all available staff and 
volunteers to accommodate the complicated re-feeding 
schedules of so many starving animals.

Nevins is famous for happy endings, and within a 
month the four alpacas and Emmett the Emu were 
adopted. Reports from their new families overflowed 
with sweet anecdotes and beautiful photographs. One of the pregnant ponies, Daisy, 

went to a foster home, where she gave birth to the adorable Jessie, seen in our cover photo. By the time you read 
this article, almost all of the Ludlow animals at Nevins will have been adopted into happy, loving homes.

As we go to press in October, the animals’ previous owner will appear in court to face 36 charges of felony 
animal cruelty plus two counts of assault and battery on a police officer and one charge of resisting arrest. As 
Officer Allenberg says, “We will vigorously pursue justice in this case, as we do with every cruelty investigation 
we take on.” n

Severely Neglected Animals Rescued by MSPCA

35-Animal Seizure 
Propels Nevins  
Staff into Action

About Companion

Companion © 2014 Massachusetts Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals (MSPCA). All rights reserved. MSPCA, 
ANGELL, KINDNESS AND CARE FOR ANIMALS, MSPCA–ANGELL 
WALK FOR ANIMALS, and the PAW PRINT-HEART LOGO are 
trademarks of the MSPCA.

Companion is published by the MSPCA–Angell, a nonprofit  
organization founded in 1868 by George Thorndike Angell. The 
MSPCA–Angell is an independent organization, not part of any 
national humane organization. We do not receive any government 
funding and we depend on donations from friends like you to 
carry out our mission to protect animals, relieve their suffering, 
advance their health and welfare, prevent cruelty, and work for  
a just and compassionate society.

Companion is sent to MSPCA–Angell donors who contribute  
$25 or more annually. To ensure that you receive the next  
issue, please use the enclosed gift envelope or visit  
mspca.org/companion. Thank you so much for making this  
a better world for animals!

MSPCA–Angell Senior Team

Carter Luke, CEO
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Chief Operating Officer
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Angell Animal Medical Center
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Jean Weber, Director of Animal Protection

Let us hear from you! If you have questions or comments  
about Companion, please e-mail companioneditor@mspca.org  
or write to MSPCA–Angell Companion, Managing Editor,  
350 S. Huntington Ave., Boston, MA 02130.

Cover Photo: Sarah-Taylor Wieluns

Did You Know…  
…that the MSPCA–Angell is a stand-alone, private, nonprofit organization? We are not operated by or 
funded by any national humane organization. Donations you make to “national” humane organizations 
do not funnel down to the animals we serve in Massachusetts. The MSPCA–Angell relies solely on the  
support of people like you who care deeply about animals.

One of the pregnant ponies, Daisy, 
gave birth to the adorable Jessie, 
seen in our cover photo.

And at the Cape… 
November 1-2 
“Fall in Love” 
Fee-waived Adoptathon for Adult Cats

Call 508 775-0940 for more information about Centerville 
events or visit our website:  
mspca.org/about-us/calendar-of-events.html

In Boston…
October 16 
MSPCA–Angell Animal 
Hall of Fame Dinner 
6:00 p.m., Park Plaza Castle, 
50 Park Plaza at Arlington St.,  
Boston

November 1–2 
“Fall in Love” Fee-waived 
Adoptathon for Adult Cats

November 8 
Run Fur Fun 5K 
10:00 a.m., DCR’s Artesani 
Park, Brighton

December 4 
Holiday Tree Lighting 
6:00 p.m., Prudential Center, 
Boston

December 11–14 
“Homeless for the  
Holidays” Gift & Bake 
Sale 
Boston Adoption Center

December 13–14 
Santa Photos 
Boston Adoption Center

February 12–14, 2015 
“Kitty & Puppy Love” 
Valentine’s Day Floral & 
Chocolates Sale 
Boston Adoption Center

May 8–10, 2015 
Mother’s Day Floral Sale 
Boston Adoption Center

Call 617 541-5046 for more 
information about Boston 
events or visit our website:  
mspca.org/about-us/
calendar-of-events.html

And at  
Nevins Farm…
October 26 
“Horses Helping Horses” 
Beach Ride 
8:30 a.m., Salisbury Beach 
State Reservation

November 1–2 
“Fall in Love” Fee-waived 
Adoptathon for Adult Cats

December 6 
Christmas Feast for the 
Horses/Holiday Tree 
Lighting  
4:30 p.m., Nevins Farm

February 2015, TBD 
Tour de Pooch and Pals 
Spin for Animals

May 2015, TBD 
“Hair of the Dog” Wine 
Tasting & Art Show 
Essex Art Center

Call 978 687-7453 for more 
information about Nevins 
events or visit our website: 
mspca.org/about-us/
calendar-of-events.html

STORY



Porter Is Back to Her Old Self Again

Porter’s story began innocently: in 2009, the eight-year-
old Lab mix was romping through the woods when 
she impaled herself on a branch. Her owner, Andrew 

Campbell, rushed his injured dog to a local veterinarian,  
who treated the wound and sent Porter home. No one 
could have guessed that it would take five years for her to 
completely heal.

Porter’s wound occasionally flared up, causing Campbell to 
continue seeking treatment. When Porter developed a limp 
after her fourth surgery, her vet recommended Angell surgeon 
Mike Pavletic, DVM, DACVS.

Examining the scar 
tissue, Dr. Pavletic, a 
soft-tissue expert, could 
tell that a hidden stick 
fragment still remained 
in Porter’s chest. A 
CT scan revealed the 
silhouette of a flat 
object, but surgery would be necessary to fully expose the 
problem. During the procedure, performed the same day in 
Boston, Dr. Pavletic removed the fragment, which had been 
embedded behind Porter’s ribs since 2009. Porter recovered 
quickly and returned home with an excellent prognosis.

“I’m grateful to know this is behind us,” says Campbell. 
“Porter’s moving without pain and she’s eager to go running 
and swimming.” n

Angell in Boston and MSPCA–Angell West in Waltham provide 24x7  
Emergency and Critical Care. For a list of specialties and appointment 
hours by location, visit angell.org/hours or call 617 522-7282.

Dog’s Chest Harbored a Harmful Secret  

Angell Surgeon Removes Stick 
Embedded for Five Years

We Help Them Become WHOLE AND HAPPY

Bruno Arrived in Terrible Pain

Veterinarian Alarmed 
by Dog’s Injuries 
Once Discarded, Now Loved and Loving

Bruno is just a little dog, 
with fragile little legs, so 
he didn’t fare well at all 

when a big brick fell on him.

Our veterinarian was  
alarmed by what he saw.  
“This dog’s legs were very 
badly fractured,” he said. 
“Not only could he not bear 
weight, but his two front  
limbs were completely limp, 
and he was in severe pain.”

Bruno’s owners, unwilling to 
take on the job of working 
with him through his recovery 
and rehabilitation, left him  

at Angell Animal Medical Center. We immediately gave poor 
Bruno pain medication, and our surgeons put his delicate front 
legs back together.

Bruno was fostered 
during his recovery  
at the home of  
Andrea Bessler, 
veterinary technician 
at our Shalit–Glazer 
Clinic, which is 
adjacent to the  

Boston Adoption Center and meets the medical care needs of 
thousands of homeless animals every year. According to Andrea, 
Bruno was “playful, charming, and all-around very socialized. He 
got along perfectly with my other pets and my children, and I’m 
sure that after he’s completely healed he’s going to make one very 
lucky adopter feel very special.”

Our adoption counselors carefully placed Bruno in that very 
special new home as soon as he was well. Now he’s receiving tons 
of love, and giving out just as much. n

Mr. Man, a part-Siamese cat from the MSPCA Cape Cod 
Animal Care and Adoption Center, is a handsome and 
affectionate 12-year-old fellow who unfortunately has 

lymphoma of the kidney. It’s a condition that we cannot cure, but 
we can make him comfortable in his retirement. 

Thanks to wonderful 
foster parents, Mr. Man 
can rest and enjoy his 
remaining years in a real 
home. He is not suffering 
and has a beautiful, sweet 
personality. While it is 
never easy to care for a 
pet with a terminal illness, 
doing so provides a unique 
and rewarding opportunity. 

Mr. Man’s foster parents 
wrote the following about 
their experience:  
“Mr. Man is a love-bug  
and he is getting plenty 
of love in return from 
us. Thank you for giving  
us this wonderful 
opportunity to give this 
beautiful boy a home full 
of love and treats.” We are 
so grateful to Mr. Man’s 
foster parents for providing 
him with kindness, care, 
and comfort. n

Caring Couple Fosters Cat with Lymphoma

Mr. Man’s Medicine  
Is an Enormous Dose 
of Love
Quality of Life? Beautiful!

We immediately gave poor 
Bruno pain medication, and 
our surgeons put his delicate 
front legs back together.

Caring for a pet with a 
terminal illness provides a 
rewarding opportunity.
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If you are interested in fostering for the Cape Cod Adoption Center, 
please complete an application online at mspca.org/capefoster, or 
call us at 508 775-0940, or visit us in person. Foster parents must be 
at least 18 years of age.

Dr. Mike Pavletic removes the bandage from Porter’s side two weeks after her surgery

STORY



New Home a Perfect Fit for Neglected Horse

Life was a losing game for a 23-year-old gelding named Hopscotch when his 
plight was discovered this spring by MSPCA Law Enforcement officers, who 
convinced the emaciated horse’s owner to sign him into their care. That 

meant, of course, that Hopscotch would be going to Nevins Farm.

Our Nevins staff members watched, horrified, as he walked slowly off the trailer, 
masses of lice moving like waves across his matted fur. Hopscotch was a walking 
skeleton, his legs stained with feces from chronic diarrhea. Staff members gave 
him a quick bath to relieve some of his misery, then immediately placed him in 
quarantine.

In addition to medication, hoof care, 
and a total-body shave, Hopscotch 
required a carefully monitored feeding 
plan so his body could get used to 

nutrition again. As he gained weight, 
an old leg injury surfaced, and it 
became clear that he would no longer 
be able to support a rider. He needed 
a companion-only home, and some 
human and equine friends to see him 
through the rest of his days.

Luckily, Melissa Ghareeb, manager of 
the Equine Center, knew of a perfect 
fit. She made one phone call, set up  
a meet-and-greet, and Hopscotch was 
on his way to a new family full of 
friendship and love. He’s doing  
well in every way, and loves to roll 
around in the grass and take naps.  
We like to think he’s enjoying a 
carefree second childhood! n

Another Nevins Equine Success Story

A Real Game-Changer for Hopscotch 

YOU CAN HELP US Prevent Cruelty

He Said/She Said, But Both at Fault

Couple Charged in Shocking 
Case of Neglected Livestock
MSPCA Law Enforcement Seeks Justice

Two Groundbreaking Bills Signed into Law

Advocacy Department 
Legislative Update
Visit mspca.org/jointheteam to Help!

In June, the MSPCA Law Enforcement Department received a 
call from a Massachusetts state trooper regarding numerous 
dead animals in a barn and pens at a location in Hampden 

County. Officer Christine Allenberg accompanied the trooper to 
the home, which was owned by a recently separated couple.  

A survey of the outbuildings revealed dead chickens and goats 
in various states of decomposition. In the yard were several 
coolers filled with rotting meat, and in a fenced area at the rear 
of the house were two dead turkeys. The wife admitted that 
approximately 30 more turkeys had also died from neglect and 
had recently been buried. 

Each spouse blamed the other for the animals’ deaths. The 
man claimed that he was often away from the home and that 
the woman should have been feeding them in his absence, and 
the woman claimed that she shouldn’t be responsible for his 
animals, and that she was too busy with their children to care 
for livestock. Each side had a variety of other excuses for their 
neglect of the animals, but it was clear that both knew their 
animals were starving to death, and both had deliberately failed 
to act.

Officer Allenberg filed 13 charges of animal cruelty against  
each spouse. Both were arraigned and are due back in court in  
a few months. n

This summer, two significant bills were signed into  
law, shepherded along the way with all the energies  
of our Advocacy staff and volunteers from our  

Animal Action Team behind them.

• On August 20, Governor Deval Patrick signed S. 2345, 
an act protecting animal welfare and safety, into law. This 
bill, which received widespread popular support after 
the horrific Puppy Doe abuse case earlier this year, will 
do three things: increase the penalties for animal abuse, 
require veterinarians to report suspected animal abuse, and 
create a task force to comprehensively evaluate the state’s 
animal cruelty laws to determine what future changes need 
to be made.

• On July 24, at the New England Aquarium, Governor 
Patrick signed into law H. 4088, a ban on the possession 
and sale of shark fins in Massachusetts. Over the years, the 
public demand for shark-fin soup led to a massive decline 
in shark populations. Shark fins are harvested by slicing  
the fins off a live shark, then throwing it back in the water 
to die.

One passionate shark protector did an enormous  
amount of work calling attention to this bill and getting 
it to pass. Nine-year-old Sean Lesniak, fascinated by 
sharks all his young life, inspired his state representative 
to file a bill against the practice. He also spoke 
persuasively in front of a number of important audiences, 
and was invited to stand proudly with the governor when 
the bill became law. Sean’s full story will be told at our 
October 16 Animal Hall of Fame Dinner, where he will 
receive the Young Hero Award. n
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Sean Lesniak cheers as Governor Patrick signs bill

MSPCA Law Enforcement Team

After

Before

The MSPCA Law Enforcement Department encourages individuals to contact 
them to request an investigation of animal abuse. To report suspected 
animal cruelty, please call 617 522-6008 or 800 628-5808. All calls are 
confidential. In the event of an emergency after hours, call your local  
city/town police department.

• The MSPCA Equine Center is the only 
open-admissions facility for horses 
and farm animals in the region.

• At any point in time, the Equine 
Center supports an average of 24 
horses at Nevins Farm and 20 horses 
in foster homes around the region.

• As of early August 2014, the  
Equine Center has taken in 43 
equines, and expects to have 
another record year for surrenders. 
Thirty-six equine adoptions have 
occurred so far in 2014.

• The Equine Center operates an 
Equine Assistance Fund, providing 
short-term help to responsible  
horse owners who are experiencing 
a temporary setback.  

• New this year, the Equine Center  
has launched its Green Horse 
Training Project. Through donor 
support, horses who are  
surrendered to Nevins Farm 
with minimal or no training will 
be provided with a month of 
professional training board. 

• Annually, the Equine Center uses 
over 250 tons of hay, 220 tons of 
shavings, and 17 tons of grain.

FARM

He needed some human and 
equine friends to see him 
through the rest of his days.



Congresswoman  
Katherine Clark Holds  
Press Conference at 
MSPCA–Angell West

MSPCA–Angell West in Waltham welcomed 
Congresswoman Katherine Clark on August 18 as 
she announced the filing of a new federal bill to 

protect the pets of domestic violence victims. The proposed 
legislation would establish a federal grant program to assist 
victims of domestic violence when they leave their abusers and 
need to shelter their pets, and to encourage states to expand legal 
protections for the pets of domestic violence victims. Waltham, 
among the 24 cities and towns the congresswoman represents, 
was a fitting site for her announcement. 

A joint study by MSPCA–Angell and Northeastern University 
found that people who abuse animals are five times more likely 
to commit violent acts against people, making the proposed 
legislation all the more important. (You can read the study 
here: mspca.org/crueltystudy). Clark’s press conference drew 
high-profile print, online, and broadcast media to our Waltham 
hospital, with Fox 25 News, WBZ-TV (CBS), WBZ News Radio, 
and the Waltham News Tribune clamoring for interviews with 
the congresswoman and MSPCA–Angell officials. n

PUBLIC RELATIONS CORNER THE ARCHIVES CORNER

Beautiful Joe by Margaret 
Marshall Saunders
In the last issue of Companion, we featured Black Beauty, 
the “autobiographical” story of an abused horse that 
caught the eye of our founder, George T. Angell. In 1890, 
he published the first American edition of Black Beauty 
and distributed two million free copies.  

Beautiful Joe is another such 
first-person account narrated 
by an animal–in this case, a dog 
named Joe, who was grievously 
mistreated by his first owner. 
The author, Margaret Marshall 
Saunders, inspired by a true 
story, wrote her book in 1893 
as an entry in a literary contest 
run by the American Humane 
Education Society, a part of 

the MSPCA. It won the contest and was published the 
following year. By 1900, over 800,000 copies sold in the 
United States, 40,000 in Canada, and 100,000 in the 
United Kingdom.

Saunders did not avoid comparison of her work to  
Black Beauty. She makes reference to Black Beauty in 
the very first page of Beautiful Joe, writing [from Joe’s 
viewpoint], “I have seen my mistress laughing and crying 
over a little book that she says is a story of a horse’s 
life.” Joe goes on to say that he will write the story of 
a dog’s life, to similarly please his owner. In the January 
1895 issue of the MSPCA publication Our Dumb Animals, 
George T. Angell compared Beautiful Joe to Black Beauty, 
a book which he saw as having tremendous success in the 
goal of “converting the world to humanity.” 

By 1939 over seven million copies of Beautiful Joe had 
been published, and it had been translated into several 
different languages. Beautiful Joe has been digitized and  
is available through the University of Pennsylvania’s  
digital library. n

You may access a copy at: http://alturl.com/d39s4

Thank You for YOUR KINDNESS AND COMPASSION
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Carter Luke (MSPCA–Angell CEO), Kara Holmquist (MSPCA Advocacy Director), 
Congresswoman Katherine Clark, and Laura Hagen (MSPCA Advocacy Deputy Director)

Spring Gala
In May 2014, at the Revere Hotel’s glamorous Space 57, nearly 400 animal lovers and 
about 40 of their canine companions gathered to celebrate the event’s theme: “They 
depend on us. We depend on you.” Our emcee was our longtime friend Randy Price 
of WCVB-TV, and Erica Corsano was the event chairperson. Ticket sales, raffles, and 
proceeds from the crowd’s bidding on exciting auction items raised nearly $400,000  
for the animals. n

Is that old car driving you crazy?
You can turn your old car, truck, boat, etc., into a meaningful contribution to help animals! It’s very 
easy and you’ll get a tax deduction, too. Car donation is a great way to support the MSPCA–Angell. 
Read our FAQ and fill out our form at mspca.org/carsforkindness and we’ll take care of the rest. 
For more information, call 800 237-5714 or e-mail donation@carprogram.com.

Events Update

Walk for Animals
More than 1,000 dogs took 2,000 dedicated human companions for a brisk walk 
at three MSPCA adoption center locations on September 7, 2014, raising more 
than $250,000 for direct care for animals through the participation of enthusiastic 
Walk-team donors. Fun activities included microchipping, “Ask the Vet,” and 
a Boston Police K9 demonstration. Many team leaders recruited members and 
managed their teams through our user-friendly online registration system. As we 
go to press we still can’t announce our top fundraisers, since fundraising continues 
until September 30—stay tuned! n

Furry Affair
Our Cape Cod Adoption Center’s sold-out Furry Affair took place on June 7 at the 
Wianno Club in Osterville. The fundraiser drew a “who’s who” of the close-knit  
Cape Cod community and pulled in a record $203,000 in donations. Chaired by 
Maggie DeSantis Ahearn and her husband Kevin, founder of Otis & Ahearn Real Estate, 
and emceed by former WCVB-TV news anchor Susan Wornick, the Furry Affair was 
attended by author Casey Sherman, the NHL’s Bobby Orr, Cape artist Sam Barber, and 
Leigh Keno of The Antiques Roadshow. n
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THE CAT-VOCATES
One of the biggest challenges facing our adoption centers is the need to find 
homes for adult cats. Often overlooked in favor of kittens, adult cats often spend 
a longer time with us, waiting for their forever homes. 

In 2012, following the successful adoption promotions funded by The Ivan Smith 
Adoption Challenge, some like-minded MSPCA–Angell overseers and donors 
created a group they called “Cat-vocates” to further support the MSPCA’s goal 
to find homes for adult cats. These cat lovers also realized that their financial 
support would help underwrite the MSPCA’s efforts to reduce the number of 
adult cats surrendered through targeted spay/neuter efforts. Bebe Wunderlich, 
Lisa Finkel, Sharon Malt, and Ann-Louise Hittle, pictured here, formed this 
dynamic group.

In 2011 and 2012, Cat-vocates adoption promotions resulted in a 12% increase in 
adult cat adoptions over the previous two years. In 2013, the MSPCA adopted out 
464 cats during fee-waived adoption events, helping to bring our overall adoption 
rate to 86%, 5% higher than the year before.

Cat-vocates funding also focused on increasing the number of adoptions for 
senior cats (nine years and older). In 2013, 292 “golden years” cats were placed 
into new homes, compared to 238 in 2012—a 22.7% increase.

Additionally, Cat-vocates funding enabled us to continue our aggressive, low-cost 
spay/neuter efforts for owned and free-roaming cats, targeted on areas that 
produce the highest number of feline surrenders. These efforts caused 2,560 
cats to be sterilized in 2013, resulting in an 18% reduction of cats being brought 
into our adoption centers.

The entire Cat-vocates group—now numbering about 75 donors—hopes to raise 
$150,000 this year. Gifts ranging from $25 to $25,000 are earmarked in support 
of fee-waived adoption events, targeting senior cats and adult cats, throughout 
the year. This year, the Cat-vocates have funded a collar and tag for every cat 
adopted from August through December 2014. 

We applaud the thoughtful dedication of this group of MSPCA–Angell supporters. 
To join their ranks, all you need to do is visit mspca.org/catvocates and make a 
donation of any size. You may also call 617 541-5046 for more information. n

ELLINORE AND ED HAYWARD   
On a snowy day in March 1969, Ellie Hayward 
fell in love with a small white puff of a kitten 
at the MSPCA, adopted him, and named him 
Biskit. Deaf, scrawny, with ear mites and 
worms, and with a bacterial infection in his 
stomach, little Bisky kept Ellie and her family 
busy for a while, nursing him and wondering if 
he would make it. 

Biskit did indeed make it. Under Ellie’s TLC, he grew into a beautiful odd-eyed (one 
blue eye, one green) cat, eager to enjoy all that life had to offer. Unlike many cats, 
Bisky loved traveling in the car, where he would settle on the dashboard. He relocated 
several times with the family, including a stay in Belgium, and would travel back and 
forth on the plane from Brussels to the States when the Haywards visited family. The 
Haywards settled in Minnesota, and Bisky lived a full and amazing 17 years.

Many years later, Ellie thought about how they could honor their cat’s wonderful 
life. She arranged to make Leaders Circle-level stock gifts annually, for each of beloved 
Bisky’s 17 years. This year, in August, Ellie and Ed Hayward made the trip from their 
home in Minnesota to the MSPCA–Angell, to see firsthand the wonderful work they 
have been supporting in memory of their special boy. n

KELLY ORNELL 
Kelly Ornell began her volunteer days at Nevins as a 
dog walker in 1996, but when an injury sidelined her 
from that activity, she turned her attention to more 
diminutive animals—or “the smalls,” as she refers 
to them. She found that she enjoyed uncovering the 
individual personalities of every little critter, from 
the most delicate hamster to the surprisingly large 
Flemish Giant rabbits. 

Kelly found within herself a strong desire to work with the smalls and make their 
lives in the adoption center better. Her reward? Working with them refreshed her, 
she says. She has also been involved in organizing the former Winter Festival, giving 
presentations on rabbit care (including a weekly spot on community TV), fostering 
animals, and mentoring new volunteers. Kelly and her family made a generous  
donation that funded the Rabbit Room at Nevins, and she has also made multiple gifts 
to augment rabbit care, including the installation of cameras in the Rabbit Room and 
Small-Animal Room (after the theft of two rabbits in a year), special locks for cages, 
funding for a public rabbit spay/neuter program, and, most recently, the purchase and 
installation of brand new cages. 

Kelly says, “This is a wonderful organization doing great things on a lean budget.  
I try to get the word out whenever I can about the needs and the accomplishments  
of the MSPCA.” n

DONOR
SPOTLIGHT

Adams

$50 
Graceful 

Bell

Support the 2014 MSPCA-Angell  
Holiday Trees—located in Boston’s 
Prudential Center and at Nevins Farm  
in Methuen. Create an ornament  
to honor the animals in your life,  
while making a contribution to 
support kindness and care for 
animals throughout Massachusetts. 

For more information and to  
create an ornament, please visit  
www.mspca.org/2014HolidayTree   
or call 617-541-5046.

ADMIRE YOUR ORNAMENTS 
Join us at our Festive Tree Lighting Ceremonies

The Boston  
Tree-Lighting Ceremony  
will be held at Boston’s 
Prudential Center mall 
near the Huntington 
Avenue entrance on 

December 4 at 5:30 pm.  

The Nevins Farm  
Tree-Lighting Ceremony 

& the Christmas Feast  
for the Horses will be 

held at Nevins Farm on 
December 6 at 4:30 pm.

$25  
Festive  

Ball

Schooner

Demi

$100  
Shining  

Star

LET YOUR PET SHINE
ON THE MSPCA-ANGELL HOLIDAY TREES

H
A
N
S
E 
L

$15  
Candy 
Cane




