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Figure 1: Nasal crusting with underlying erosion.
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anywhere in the world. The MSPCA-Angell provides direct hands-on care for more than 250,000 animals each year through its Animal Care and Adoption Centers
and world-class Angell Animal Medical Centers. For more information, please visit www.mspca.org.

DEPARTMENT
Dermatology and Pathology

CLINICIANS
Kathy Tater, DVM, DACVD (Dermatology)

Melanie Buote, DVM, DACVP (Pathology)

PATIENT
A 6-year-old female spayed cat

PRESENTING COMPLAINT
The cat was referred to the Dermatology Service

at Angell Animal Medical Center for progressive,

crusty skin lesions.

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION
On examination, crusts and small erosions were

noted on the nasal planum (see Figure 1). The cat

also had hair loss, crusts and follicular casting on

the muzzle and on the pinnae (see Figure 2).

There were multiple papules and pustules with

additional crusting and erosions on the neck, back,

ventrum and perianal region.  

DIAGNOSIS/TREATMENT
During the appointment, the cat was sedated and

multiple skin samples were obtained. Skin scrapes

were obtained to rule out skin parasites such as

demodicosis. These scrapes were negative for D.

cati. Hair and scale samples were obtained for a

fungal culture to rule out pustular

dermatophytosis. This fungal culture was negative

for growth. Magnifiers were used to identify

pustular and papular lesions for biopsy and

multiple skin biopsies were obtained. A blood

sample was collected for a complete blood count

and chemistry panel to determine baseline levels

prior to treatment. The procedures and findings

were summarized and typed for the client at the

end of the appointment. A complete referral

report was faxed to the referring veterinarian the

day of the appointment.

The skin biopsies were processed for

histopathology. Dr. Tater and Dr. Buote then

evaluated the skin biopsies. The biopsies showed

multiple pustules comprised of acantholytic

keratinocytes (see Figure 3). The diagnosis of

pemphigus foliaceus was made and the cat was

started on immunosuppressive medications.  

While most patients with pemphigus foliaceus will

have a chronic skin condition that waxes and

wanes in severity, some cases of pemphigus

foliaceus can go into permanent remission upon

initial treatment. This cat’s pemphigus foliaceus

has responded extremely well to treatment.

Currently, the disease is in remission. 

KEY FACTORS
Many conditions have similar presenting signs in

veterinary dermatology. A thorough medical

history and dermatologic exam will help provide a

list of possible causes for a pet’s skin condition.

While allergies can cause crusting and other skin

lesions in a cat, the lack of itching in this cat made

allergies an unlikely cause for its skin lesions. The

presence of papular lesions on the convex surface

of the pinnae is atypical for a superficial

pyoderma, and made that diagnosis less likely. 

Skin biopsies can be helpful in the definitive

diagnosis of a variety of conditions. With

pemphigus foliaceus, a diagnosis can only be

made via histopathology if acantholytic

keratinocytes are observed. This is why a special

effort was made to include pustules in the

biopsies — pustules are the primary lesions of

pemphigus foliaceus and are required for

histopathologic diagnosis.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
The Angell Dermatology Service offers specialized

care in the diagnosis and management of ear and

skin diseases. For allergy diagnosis and

management, we offer intradermal allergy testing,

on-site custom immunotherapy formulation, and

rush immunotherapy. For cases of chronic otitis,

we offer the Angell Ear Clinic. The Angell Ear

Clinic performs video otoscopy, on-site microbial

cultures and bulla CT scans under general

anesthesia for the medical management of otitis.

For the diagnosis of skin conditions via biopsy, the

Angell Dermatopathology Service provides on-

site processing and interpretation of skin biopsies

by both a pathologist and dermatologist.

Appointments are made by contacting

the Angell Dermatology Service at 

617 524-5733 and speaking with our

Dermatology Secretary. The Angell Dermatology

Service works closely with our referring

veterinarians to enable us to provide the highest

level of care for clients and patients. All patients

are seen via appointment and through referral by

their primary veterinarian. The Angell Dermatology

Service is open from 7:30 am - 5:00 pm.

Figure 2: Crusts on pinnae.

Figure 3: Pustule with acantholytic keratinocytes.
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