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Send Some Holiday Cheer
Looking for holiday gifts for your animal-loving friends? The MSPCA-Angell has some perfect
one-size-fits-all gift ideas that will send some cheer to your loved ones and to homeless,
injured and abused animals. Please visit www.mspca.org/holidaygifts to shop today.

Personalized Holiday Ornaments

Put your pet’s name or picture on a festive decoration and help less fortunate animals.
Choose to display your ornament on our downtown Boston or Springfield trees 
(see page 7 for more information).

Tribute and Honor Cards

Send an e-Card to announce a donation in honor of 
a loved one or allow us to mail a card indicating
that a gift was made in their name. 

Holiday Cards

Order holiday cards from the MSPCA-Angell
online store, which has a wide array of holiday
gifts for the special pets and people in your life. 

MSPCA-Angell Gift Cards

MSPCA-Angell gift cards are the perfect gift for your
favorite pet owner. Gift cards can be used for hospital
visits and purchases in our Boston adoption center.*

Pet Blood Donation

Healthy cats and dogs can give the gift of life 
by becoming blood donors at Angell Animal 
Medical Center.

Don’t Miss Out
on Your Year-End
Tax Break!

Make a donation to the MSPCA-Angell
by December 31 and receive a 
year-end tax break. Your gift will
have a significant impact on the lives
of thousands of animals. 

Please visit www.mspca.org/taxbreak
to make your charitable 
contribution today.
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by someone who claimed Edison had been
“cooked” in a microwave by a neighbor. At
first glance, it was apparent that the kitten
was in severe pain; his wounds looked
ferocious. Angell’s Emergency and Critical
Care veterinarians immediately evaluated
him and verified that his injuries were
consistent with those that would result from
being microwaved for 60 seconds. 

Continued on page 2

Edison’s life-threatening injuries included significant burns and
blistering over his entire body, particularly on his tongue, legs,
ears and tail.”

You may remember a story that was in the
news earlier this year about a tiny kitten
named Edison who suffered through a
horrific act of animal cruelty. We hope that
this little guy’s big story will inspire you as it
has us.

At just six weeks old, Edison faced trauma
that left him in dire need of our care. One
day in late summer, he was rushed to Angell

NOVEMBER

4 Election Day, Vote Yes on Question 3

15 MSPCA-Metro South’s Santa Photo Day

DECEMBER

4 MSPCA-Angell’s Boston Holiday Tree Lighting

6 MSPCA-Martha’s Vineyard’s Santa Photo Day and “Paws to Remember” 
Tree Lighting 

6-14 MSPCA-Nevins Farm’s Winter Festival

11 MSPCA-Western New England’s Holiday Tree Lighting

12-14 MSPCA-Martha’s Vineyard’s Christmas in Edgartown 

13-14 MSPCA-Boston’s Santa Paws and Jingle Tails

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

*Not to be used toward the adoption of a pet.

Dear Animal Welfare Advocates,

On November 4, you will have the
opportunity to determine the next U.S.
president as well as impact the lives of
thousands of dogs. I urge our Massachusetts
friends and animal lovers to “Vote Yes on
Question 3” to phase out dog racing in 
the Commonwealth.

The very nature of this industry promotes
suffering, having been built upon the broken
bones and spirits of each racing dog.
Greyhounds are bred, born, raised, trained
and kept as racing machines that have to
earn their keep on the track or face a
potential death sentence.

Since 2002 more than 800 dogs were
injured while racing at Raynham Park and
Wonderland Greyhound Park, including
Greyhounds who suffered broken legs, head
injuries, paralysis and seizures. When not
racing, Greyhounds are confined for 20 or
more hours each day in small cages barely
large enough for them to stand up or 
turn around.

When you are casting your vote, please take
a moment to remember the following dogs
that sadly had no one to speak for them
when they were taken from their cramped
cages to entertain gamblers:

• “Code Red” wobbled, fell and collapsed 
at the starting box with a seizure.

• “Mesa Tony’s” tail was skinned off.

• “Let’s Roll” died from “spinal shock.”

• “Who Wants to Know” collapsed and died
instantly at the finish line. 

• “Sherman Tank” died of “cardiac insufficiency.” 

• “Hibbert” crushed his skull on New Year’s
Day, 2005. 

• “Serapis” did not know when to stop
running and hit the rail twice, on opposite
sides of the track, suffering multiple 
head fractures. 

Help end this cruel and dying “sport.” 
Please spread the word to Vote Yes 
on Question 3. Vote for the dogs on
November 4.  

Sincerely,

Carter Luke
President, MSPCA-Angell
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The MSPCA-
Angell Welcomes
New Additions 

Angell is known as the leading veterinary
hospital for treatment of pets like dogs,
cats, rabbits and birds. But what about
penguins, chinchillas, owls or iguanas?
Although it’s not an everyday occurrence,
Angell has seen the likes of all of those
animals come through the doors.   

Not too long ago, a six year-old chinchilla
named Queenie came to Angell for
treatment. She was having difficulty eating,
the fur around her mouth was matted and
she was drooling. After an initial
examination, doctors saw that she was
dehydrated, underweight and having
trouble with her eyesight. A few of her
teeth had troubling spots so Queenie was
admitted to the hospital for a complete
oral examination and to get nutrients back
into her body. 

Her examination showed significant
overgrowth of her incisors. In addition, 
all of her molars and premolars had points 
on them that were protruding into her
cheeks and creating ulcers. The Avian 
and Exotics team devised a treatment 
plan and administered antibiotics and 
anti-inflammatory medication. This initial
treatment stopped Queenie’s drooling 
and helped her eat again.

With the expertise to treat exotic animals,
you can rest assured that Angell has the
expertise to treat your avian and exotic
companion animals as well. The Avian and
Exotics service treats over 4,000 animals
every year. There are fewer than 125
board-certified avian and exotics specialists
in the world, and two of these doctors
practice at Angell. They are experienced in
everything from general wellness to
emergency and critical care. 

Angell offers emergency and critical care
24 hours-a-day. With two board-certified
veterinarians, one resident and four
technicians, the Avian and Exotics service is
fully-staffed to treat these animals daily.
From hamsters and guinea pigs to snakes
and turtles, our team is well-equipped to
perform surgery, radiology, ultrasonography
and blood-work testing to help keep your
animal healthy. 

For more information about 
the Avian and Exotics service 
at Angell, please visit
www.mspca.org/avianandexotic. 
To schedule an appointment, 
please call 617 522-7282.

Microwaved Kitten Makes 
Inspiring Rebound 
Continued from page 1

Edison’s life-threatening injuries included
significant burns and blistering over his entire
body, particularly on his tongue, legs, ears
and tail. He received a half-tail amputation to
remove some of the blistering and he has a
small hole in one ear that he will most likely
have for the rest of his life.

Following this unthinkable act of cruelty,
Edison battled for his life, struggled through
his pain and victoriously maintained his
positive and playful energy the entire time.
Not only did this courageous kitten’s
wounds begin to heal in our care, but his
buoyant character continued to amaze us. 

Edison now lives with his foster mom who
has decided to adopt him. As a veterinarian,
she will be able to provide the ongoing care
he will certainly need. With each frequent
update we receive, it is clear that Edison has
embraced life — and everything that has
been thrown his way — and he has taught
us to do the same.

Without the support of compassionate
animal lovers like you, we would not be able
to care for animals in crisis. Please consider
making a donation today so that we can
continue to help animals like Edison battle
what life throws at them. 

Angell is 
Every Animal’s
Kingdom
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Queenie, a chinchilla, received care through
Angell’s Avian and Exotics service.

Stephen Martinez, DVM is a graduate of
Ohio State University, College of Veterinary
Medicine. He first came to Angell in 2005 to
complete a rotating internship in Small
Animal Medicine and Surgery. In addition, he
completed his residency at Angell in Internal
Medicine. He is now joining the senior staff
full-time as an internist.

Curtis A. Stiles, DVM joined the Angell
Dentistry service in May 2008. He comes to
Angell from Med Vet: Medical Center for
Pets in Worthington, Ohio. He worked
there for over a year, practicing both
veterinary dentistry and oral surgery. Prior to
working at Med Vet, he completed a
residency in Dentistry and Oral Surgery at
the Veterinary Hospital of the University of
Pennsylvania.

Lori Ratzan, DVM joined the Boston
Animal Care and Adoption Center as a 
staff veterinarian. She comes to the MSPCA
from Pieper-Olson Veterinary Hospital in
Middletown, Connecticut. She is a graduate
of Ross University, where she received her
Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine. Starting
off as a veterinary technician in 2000, she
brings eight years of veterinary experience
to the MSPCA.   

Need help navigating through countless
health food products available for pets? 
Do you know which type of food is best
for your own pet? Angell’s board-certified
nutritionist, Rebecca Remillard, PhD, DVM,
MS, DACVN, now offers clients personalized
nutritional counseling for their pets. 

When managing their pets’ diets, owners
often have many questions. What type of
food should I feed my pet? Should I give
my pet dietary supplements? How does
my pet’s pre-existing medical condition
impact his nutritional needs? With so much
conflicting information in the media, it is
hard to know what is right for your own
companion animal.

Shelby, an 11 year-old Golden Retriever,
was diagnosed with mammary cancer and
underwent treatment at Angell. In addition
to traditional treatment methods, Shelby’s
owner, Gina Robert, wanted to evaluate
Shelby’s diet and exercise regimen to
maximize her overall health. This is when
she decided to meet with Dr. Remillard. 

Dr. Remillard developed a customized,
homemade diet that Gina gave to both of
her dogs. Within a short period of time,
both of the dogs lost excess weight, their
coats were shinier and healthier and they
had more energy. The best part is that
Shelby is now one year cancer free and 
is looking forward to celebrating her 
13th birthday. 

Since nutrition is extremely important to
your pet’s overall health, choosing the best
options can help your pet maintain an
appropriate weight, and may even help
alleviate other health issues as well. With
over 15 years of experience, Dr. Remillard
is available to answer these questions and
address health issues both in-person or
over the phone.

Angell’s Nutrition service also educates
clients on the pet food industry, their
products, supplements and raw or fad
diets. As with humans, many diet fads are
not FDA-approved and Angell can help
you decide what is right for your pet. 

For more information about the
Nutrition service, please visit
www.mspca.org/nutrition. To make
an appointment with Dr. Remillard,
please call 617 522-7282. 

Nutritional
Counseling Available
at Angell

A N G E L L  A N I M A L  M E D I C A L  C E N T E R

Since nutrition is extremely
important to your pet’s overall
health, choosing the best
options can help your pet
maintain an appropriate weight,
and may even help alleviate
other health issues.”

Angell’s Nutrition service is available to answer
questions about how to keep your pet healthy.   

Please visit
www.mspca.org/companion 
to donate.



One of the most wonderful times of year for
the MSPCA-Metro South is the holiday
season, when festive tunes fill the air and the
adoption center transforms into a glowing
haven decorated with twinkling lights,
ornaments and trees. The staff and animals
are preparing for Santa’s arrival. 

Every November, Santa visits the adoption
center to give all visiting animals and children
the opportunity to tell him what they would
like for Christmas. Once Santa has listened to
their requests, our photographer snaps their
pictures to help everybody remember the
moment. (The pictures also make beautiful
holiday cards!) 

This year will be no different. Santa has
scheduled his visit for November 15 and he
has promised to stay from 9:30am to 4pm.

As an extra special treat, the MSPCA Bake
Angels will provide their delicious goodies at
the bake sale. All animals, large and small, 
are welcome, along with the children with
whom they live. All proceeds benefit the 
MSPCA-Metro South.

For more information, please contact
the adoption center at 508 586-2053.

Mack, a former stray cat, and his family
desperately needed Terri Bright’s help. Terri
is the Training Coordinator and Behavior
Specialist at our Boston Animal Care and
Adoption Center. Mack was sporadically
biting and scratching his owners. To perform
an initial evaluation of Mack, Terri conducted
a home visit to diagnose the problem. As she
quietly observed Mack, he jumped in her lap
and bit her arm.

The owners explained that they had
attempted to stop the behavior with
punishment such as scruffing and using water
spray. They also reprimanded Mack with a
face-to-face lecture, “No! Bad kitty! Don’t do
that!” In spite of this, the biting increased.

Behavioral science tells us behavior that is
reinforced or rewarded, increases. While we
do not often think of it as such, scolding is a
form of attention and it can actually increase
unwanted behavior. 

Terri recommended that the new owners try
an often successful intervention: a timeout.
Immediately after (or during) unwanted
behavior, they were to quietly step behind a
door and close it, so Mack could not see
them. The timeout is brief (two minutes) and
silent. If the bad behavior was maintained by
attention, this procedure would decrease the
unwanted behavior. This works for other
unwanted behaviors that are not aggressive
or harmful. The concept is simple: reinforce
what you like and ignore what you do not. 

Even more important than not reinforcing
unwanted behavior is reinforcing appropriate
behavior. With the use of clicker training,
Mack is learning to sit on a mat when he
wants attention − much better than biting!
After a week of rewarding good behavior
and ignoring or giving time-outs for

unwanted behavior, Mack stopped biting and
has learned how to garner attention in a
positive way.

Behavior issues in both cats and dogs can
lead to stress in the household for the pet
and the owner. Sadly, behavior issues are
among the most common reasons why
people surrender their pets. The MSPCA
offers behavior and training sessions for both
cats and dogs in Boston, Brockton, Methuen
and Springfield.

If you would like to learn more about
behavior training for your dog or cat
in Boston and in our other locations,
please visit www.mspca.org/training.
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Paws for Praise: Behavior Training

Tell Us What
You Think!                        
Please visit
www.mspca.org/companionsurvey 
to give us your feedback on
Companion. To thank you for your
input, after completing the survey
you will receive a 10% discount at the
MSPCA-Angell online store!

The MSPCA’s training program helps both dogs
and cats overcome behavior issues.

MSPCA Animal Care and Adoption Center
350 South Huntington Avenue 
Boston, MA 02130
617 522-5055

Director of Adoption Centers: Jean Weber
Manager: Meagan Rock
Assistant Manager: Alexina Thompson

Hours: 
Tues. and Thurs., 2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Wed., Fri., Sat. and Sun., 1 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Closed Mondays and Holidays

Meet Santa Claws

A friend of the Metro South ACAC poses with Santa
during the annual event.

For more than 80 years, the MSPCA’s
Hillside Acre Animal Cemetery at Nevins
Farm has provided a tranquil setting for
burial of more than 18,000 animal
companions. Located in Methuen,
Massachusetts, the landscaped cemetery sits
on a gentle hillside filled with natural beauty
and charm. Markers throughout the four
acres celebrate the devotion of animal
companions. Hillside is also the final resting
place for a number of military dogs whose
heroic lives were dedicated to serving 
our country. 

This summer, Hillside’s historic attributes
were brought to light when a local
screenwriter–producer selected this quiet
setting as a feature for a documentary. Ken
Lawrence of Miken Entertainment knows
firsthand what Hillside Acre means to
people; he has buried two dogs and a rabbit
here. He describes it as “an emotional place,
filled with dignity.” Filming began in June
2008 with several “Friends of Hillside,”
sharing tales of their animal companions and
the personal stories of love and caring
between humans and pets. Lawrence hopes
that the documentary will create awareness
for the cemetery, as a way for people to
pay tribute to their pets. Filming of the
documentary will continue through the rest
of 2008. In 2009, highlights of the

documentary will be available on the
MSPCA-Angell YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/mspcaangell.

Hillside Acre has also introduced two new
programs this year: the Tree Dedication
Program and the Stone Memorial Program.
The Tree Dedication Program allows pet
owners to choose a tree within the
cemetery to dedicate to a loved one,
including a plaque and planted flowers. The
Stone Memorial Program allows pet owners
to dedicate a granite stone in honor of a
loved one, placed in our newly developed
sitting area, beneath a sprawling maple tree.

For more information about how you
can dedicate a granite stone, please
call 978 687-7453.

Hillside Acre Animal Cemetery: 
A Documentary in the Making

The Hillside Acre Cemetery at the 
MSPCA-Nevins Farm in Methuen. 

While we do not often think of  it as such, scolding is a form of
attention and it can actually increase unwanted behavior.”

NEVINS FARM ACAC mspca.org/NEVINSFARM

METRO SOUTH ACAC mspca.org/METROSOUTH

BOSTON ACAC mspca.org/BOSTON

MSPCA Brockton
1300 West Elm Street Extension
Brockton, MA 02301
508 586-2053

Manager: Kim Heise
Assistant Manager: Joyce McFadden 
Project Coordinator: Jen Alvarez

Hours: 
Tues. and Thurs., 2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Wed., Fri. and Sat., 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Sun., 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Closed Mondays and Holidays

MSPCA at Nevins Farm
400 Broadway
Methuen, MA 01844
978 687-7453

Noble Family Animal Care and Adoption Center 
Manager: Mike Keiley
Assistant Manager & Volunteer 
Coordinator: Amy Baker

Equine and Farm Animal Care and 
Adoption Center
Manager: Melissa Ghareeb
Assistant Manager: Pam Nixon

Equine Rescue and Training Manager: 
Roger Lauze

Community Outreach Coordinator: 
Heather Robertson

Hours:
Noble Family Animal Care and Adoption Center 
Tues., Wed. and Fri., 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Thurs., 12 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Sat. and Sun., 12 p.m. – 4 p.m.

Equine and Farm Animal Care and 
Adoption Center
Tues. – Sat., 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Closed Sundays, Mondays and Holidays

Hillside Acre Cemetery
Mon. – Fri., 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Closed Sundays and Holidays

S P E C I A L  T H A N K S !

a special thanks to Especially for
Pets for their sponsorship of the 
2008 msPCa-angell walk for 
animals in boston.

Please visit
www.mspca.org/companion 
to donate.
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Counseling &
Support Services

If your pet is suffering from a serious
illness or injury or has passed away,
MSPCA-Angell offers grief counseling 
to help you through this difficult time. 
For more information, please visit
www.mspca.org/petloss.

The worst was expected when a local
realtor called the MSPCA’s Cape Cod
Animal Care and Adoption Center to
rescue two cats abandoned in a foreclosed
home. The house had reportedly been
empty for two months and the cats were
left without food or water. When the Cape
staff arrived, the house was in deplorable
condition and the two cats were emaciated
and dehydrated. 

Once at the adoption center, the staff
named them Michelle and Jonah. They were
given fluids, food and loving care. Too weak
to eat, both curled up and nestled into their
clean bedding.

Over the next few days, Jonah struggled to
keep up his strength and despite our best
efforts, he unfortunately succumbed to
malnourishment. Michelle, however, was
lucky and she started to grow stronger.

Her luck and health improved even more
when she was spotted in the adoption
center by a man whose cat recently had

passed away. An instant connection was
made. He brought Michelle home to foster
while her health continued to improve.

It is hard to think that people sometimes
abandon their pets, as in the case of Jonah
and Michelle. In order to prevent cases like
these, the MSPCA continues to provide pet
care education programs, foster care and a
safe haven for animals in need. 

To learn more about our foster
program and how you can help
animals like Michelle, please visit
www.mspca.org/foster.

A Tail of Survival

There is a field in Nantucket that islanders
have dubbed the “Serengeti.” It’s a long
stretch of brush and scrub that resembles an
African plain. This year, a tiny feral kitten was
found wandering there. A Good Samaritan
brought her into our Nantucket adoption
center for care while Carol, one of our
Nantucket Cat Rescue volunteers, went
back to make sure there were no other
kittens. 

Typically, even a tiny feral kitten will run
from humans, and feral kittens certainly do
not come when called. However, when
Carol got to the field and started calling,
kittens started darting at her from under
every bush. Caught off-guard by the kitten
swarm (Carol had not brought a crate to
catch them), she used a shirt to “net” kittens
from the ground. She was able to get five,
making an even “Serengeti Six” — Monkey,
Ellie, Sunis, Gazelle, Hippo and Raffie. 

Under Carol’s fostering, the kittens grew
strong and healthy. Now, each one has
been adopted into a loving home (two pairs
went home together). 

Feral kittens make up about 85% of the
kittens we see in our adoption center on
Nantucket each year. If caught between the

ages of eight and 12 weeks old, they can
quickly become socialized with a lot of
human interaction. 

To learn more about feral cats and
what the MSPCA is doing to protect
these animals, please visit
www.mspca.org/cats. 

Stalking the Serengeti Six

Hippo, one of the Serengeti Six that was
rescued on Nantucket.

On July 14, Balance, a local restaurant and
lounge in Oak Bluffs, was rocking for an
event that benefited the island’s homeless
animals. It all began with an idea from
musician and animal lover Ben Taylor, who
wanted to do something for the MSPCA’s
adoption center on Martha’s Vineyard. Ben,
along with fellow musician David Saw and
their band, generously offered to perform
live for those willing to donate $100 per

ticket. Balance co-owners Ben DeForest and
Stacy Reilly, also animal lovers and adopters,
thought it was a great plan and worked with
the adoption center to make it happen. The
evening began with a cocktail hour, where
pet lovers mingled and sipped on summer
drinks while sharing their own animal
adoption stories. A delicious dinner soon
followed and then it was time for the

amazing entertainment. Ben and the 
band entertained the audience with soft,
folksy tunes reminiscent of Ben’s dad, 
James Taylor.

The highlight of the evening came when 
Ben introduced a special guest, his mom
Carly Simon, who joined the band for the
remainder of the night. She sang new songs
from her current CD along with classics like
“You’re So Vain.” With a fully-captivated
audience, Ben introduced Jen Morgan,
Project Coordinator for the Martha’s
Vineyard adoption center. Jen spoke about
the MSPCA and its mission, receiving loud
cheers and a standing ovation when she
mentioned that the organization, as a whole,
provides hands-on help to over 250,000
animals a year, a fact that surprised 
many guests. 

The event was so successful, the staff is
considering making this an annual fundraiser.

A Howling Good Time!

Ben Taylor and Carly Simon perform to benefit
the MSPCA. 

Holiday Tips to Keep Your Pet Safe

D I D  Y O U  K N O W…?

Along with the fun of the holiday season
come items that may be a hazard to your
pets. Here is a list of 10 items that you
should keep away from your pets to have
a safe and happy holiday season.

1. Chocolate: Your dog or cat
can become ill after ingesting 
as  little as 1/4 ounce of 
baking chocolate.

2. Christmas tree preservative/water:
Preservative may contain fertilizers,
which, if ingested, can upset the
stomach. Stagnant tree water can be 
a breeding ground for bacteria, which
can also lead to vomiting, nausea 
and diarrhea.

3. Ornaments, ribbons, tinsel: While
none of these are directly toxic, ribbon

and tinsel can cause
gastrointestinal blockage
that can be life-
threatening to pets.

4. Holiday plants: Holly, mistletoe, lilies,
poinsettia: Eating holly could produce
nausea, vomiting, diarrhea and lethargy.
If a dog or cat ingests mistletoe,
gastrointestinal upset and
possibly even heart
problems could result.
All parts of lilies (both
Lilium and Hemerocallis
species) are highly toxic to cats, with
the potential to produce life-threatening
kidney failure even from small ingestions.
While the toxic potential of poinsettia
has been greatly exaggerated, mild
stomach upset could still occur 
if ingested.

5. Yeast dough: If swallowed, uncooked
yeast dough can rise in the stomach and
cause extreme discomfort. Pets who
have eaten bread dough may
experience abdominal pain, bloat,

vomiting, disorientation and depression.
Since a breakdown product of rising
dough is alcohol, it can also potentially
cause alcohol poisoning. Many yeast
ingestions require surgical removal of
the dough, and even small amounts can
be dangerous.

6. Table food (fatty, spicy), moldy
foods, poultry bones: Poultry bones
can splinter and cause damage or
blockage in the gastrointestinal tract.
Spicy or fatty foods could possibly lead
to inflammation of the pancreas.
Additionally, moldy or spoiled foods
could produce food poisoning, tremors
or seizures.

7. Macadamia nuts: In dogs, ingestions
can produce vomiting, weakness
(particularly in the hind legs), depression,
lack of coordination and tremors.

8. Alcoholic beverages: If ingested,
alcohol can potentially result in vomiting,
diarrhea, lack of coordination, central
nervous system depression, difficulty
breathing, tremors, acidosis, coma and
even death.

9. Grapes, raisins: Ingestions of raisins
and grapes have been associated with
acute kidney failure in dogs.

10. Coffee, coffee grounds: All forms
of coffee can produce the same effects
as chocolate, depending on the dose.

If your pet accidentally ingests any
of the poisonous items listed above,
immediately call the Angell Animal
Poison Control Hotline at 
877-2ANGELL.

Angell’s Emergency and Critical
Care Unit is open 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. For more
information, please visit
www.mspca.org/emergency. 

MSPCA Animal Care and Adoption Center
1577 Falmouth Road
Centerville, MA 02632
508 775-0940

Manager: Juli Sanborn
Assistant Manager: John Foster

Hours: 
Sun., 12 p.m. – 3 p.m. (for adoptions only)
Tues. – Sat., 12 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Closed Mondays and Holidays

It all began with an idea from musician and animal lover Ben
Taylor, who wanted to do something for the MSPCA’s adoption
center on Martha’s Vineyard.”

MARTHA’S VINEYARD ACAC mspca.org/MARTHASVINEYARD

CAPE COD ACAC mspca.org/CAPE

NANTUCKET ISLAND ACAC mspca.org/NANTUCKET

MSPCA Animal Care and Adoption Center 
276 Vineyard Haven Road
Edgartown, MA 02539
508 627-8662

Manager: Ron Whitney
Project Coordinator: Jennifer Morgan

Hours:
Tues. – Sat., 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Closed Sundays, Mondays and Holidays

MSPCA Animal Care and Adoption Center
21 Crooked Lane, Nantucket, MA 02554
508 825-2287

Adoption Center Manager: Jessica Sosebee
Project Coordinator: Stephanie Henke

Hours: 
Tues. – Sat., 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Closed Sundays, Mondays and Holidays
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It is a magical moment when an animal 
who has waited the longest finally finds the
perfect home. Such was the case with
Helga, a two-year-old Pit Bull at the
MSPCA-Western New England Animal
Care and Adoption Center. After a
nightmarish start, Helga’s story had the
fairytale ending we seek for every animal. 

In September 2007, Helga was found tied 
to a fence in Dudley. Unclaimed and
unadopted after four months at the animal
control facility, our WNE adoption center
was willing to take her in and try to find her
a home.

With all the negative press surrounding this
victimized breed, finding a home for these
homeless dogs is challenging. In addition, 
Pit Bulls do not kennel well; noise and stress
of the environment can take an emotional
toll quickly.  

To staff, volunteers and visitors who grew to
love Helga, it became their mission not to
let her down. They would band together
allocating spare minutes, lunch hours and
days off to provide exercise, enrichment and
lots of TLC until just the right home came
along…no matter how long it took. 

In order to keep Helga’s spirits up, one    staff
member took her on a picnic. Helga
savored her day outside — playing, running
and rolling in the grass. It was important for
Helga to have a fun day because by that
point she had seen 68 other dogs at the
adoption center find new homes while she
continued to wait. 

Finally after four months, Helga’s new family
came along. The old adage is true: good
things come to those who wait. Helga was
adopted into a home that already had a 
Pit Bull and the two instantly became best
friends. Helga is now enjoying plenty of 

love and playtime with her new family in a
safe environment. 

By the time she was adopted, Helga had
lived half of her life in a kennel. Through the
kindness and generosity of caring people, in
the end the wait was all worthwhile. Friends
kept Helga going and thanks to them, her
spirit never waned. Cheers, Helga, from
your many friends and fans!

For more information about
adoption in western New England,
please call 413 736-2992.

Overlooked 68 Times, Helga’s
Adopted at Last

Helga takes a break from playtime with her
new family.

The MSPCA-Angell
oversees operations
of the American
Fondouk, a charitable
veterinary hospital
in Fez, Morocco
that provides free
care each year to
over 22,000 animals
and the estimated

100,000 people that depend on them
for survival. Robert Coleman is
President of the American Fondouk
and renowned veterinarian Dr. Denys
Frappier is the on-site Director. 

Dear Mr. Coleman and Mr. Luke, 

My name is Giuditta Mortola, I am a
veterinary student at the University of
Montreal, and I have just returned home
after a month-long stage at the American
Fondouk. This truly was one of the most
extraordinary experiences of my life. 
Dr. Frappier and his staff are doing
exceptional work and showed much
patience and desire to teach us as much 
as they could throughout our stay.

Every day held a new discovery for us. Many
of the cases we saw were shocking, and it
was very hard to understand how some of
the animals could come to us in such bad
shape, often after many days of being in very
poor condition. Yet all of the staff members
executed their work with diligence and took
the time to talk and explain things to each
person who brought an animal to the
Fondouk. I saw many animals on the verge
of death, or suffering unimaginably, recover
marvelously after the treatments they
received here. On occasion, the cases
extended beyond the capabilities of the

clinic, but we still managed to treat the vast
majority of animals that came through 
our doors.

It is no wonder that the Fondouk has been
open for so many years; it does marvels for
the people and animals of Fez.

Thank you very much for giving veterinarian
students the opportunity to gain experience

at the Fondouk. I hope to return there in
the future to learn more and help out as
much as I can.

Attached is a picture of me with a lamb that
was born by cesarean. Its mother, while
pregnant, had a uterine hernia, probably
from a bad fall. We had to operate and
thought she would lose both her lambs
since they were born prematurely, but we
managed to save this one!

Hoping this letter finds you well,
Giuditta Mortola

To learn more about the American
Fondouk or to make a donation,
please visit www.fondouk.org. 

The American Fondouk: 
Saving Animals in Africa

Giuditta Mortola, a veterinary student 
at the American Fondouk, with a client.

With all the negative press surrounding this victimized breed,
finding a home for these homeless dogs is challenging.”

I saw many animals on the verge of  death, or suffering
unimaginably, recover marvelously after the treatments 
they received here.”

WESTERN NEW ENGLAND ACAC mspca.org/WNE THE AMERICAN FONDOUK fondouk.org

MSPCA Animal Care and Adoption Center
171 Union Street, Springfield, MA 01105
413 736-2992

Adoption Center Manager: Pam Peebles

Hours: 
Tues., Wed. and Fri., 12 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., 12 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Sat. and Sun., 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Closed Mondays and Holidays

Send a Holiday
e-Card
This holiday
season, make a
donation in
honor of a loved
one and send a
holiday e-Card
to let them
know a gift was
made in their
name. Your gift
to a loved one is also a gift to the
MSPCA-Angell and will help us care
for over 250,000 animals each year. 

Mail

The American Fondouk c/o MSPCA
350 South Huntington Avenue
Boston, MA 02130
888-FONDOUK
(888 366-3685)

The American Fondouk
B.P. 2048, Fez (V.N.) Morocco
011-212-035-93-1953

I N T E R N A T I O N A L

A Gift Has Been Made in
Your Honor to the
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New Discovery Raises Awareness of 
Our Closest Relatives

I N  T H E  N E W S

There are four gorilla subspecies in the
world: western lowland, eastern lowland,
mountain and Cross River. All four of these
groups are considered endangered or
critically endangered according to the Union
of Conservation of Nature. Because of
disease, deforestation and hunting, our
closest relatives are dangerously close 
to extinction.

This perilously low number made a recent
discovery even more exciting — nearly
125,000 western lowland gorillas were found
in the Republic of Congo. Previous data
from a 1980s census put the western
lowland gorillas at approximately 50,000.
The latest census, performed in 2006 and
2007 found this large increase in their
population. 

Even though this new discovery is
encouraging, gorillas are still not safe.
Scientists and primatologists hope that this

discovery will help raise awareness about
how we can save some of the world’s most
endangered species. 

President of the MSPCA-Angell, Carter Luke,
explains the importance of this discovery.
“We share the vast majority of our DNA
with gorillas and other great apes. Human
impact on the environment can put us all at
risk. This new discovery of a heretofore
unknown population of gorillas provides an
opportunity to reinforce the importance of
addressing the detrimental impact of people
on animals, especially factors like war,
poaching and habitat destruction which have
been so devastating to gorillas.”

Linda Huebner, Deputy Director of the
Advocacy Department of the MSPCA,
explains, “Animals in isolated areas are very
susceptible to habitat destruction, such as
deforestation. Conservation efforts that
protect the habitat for gorillas, protect them 

from poaching and attempt to control
disease will remain very important to this
imperiled species that is so closely related to
humans.”

To learn more about the MSPCA’s
views on animal-related issues in the
news or to learn how you can take
action, please visit
www.mspca.org/advocacy. 



Learn how you 
can help animals 
through our
Animal Action Team.  
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The Job of a Law
Enforcement Officer
Never Ends

Summer is the busiest time of year for
MSPCA Law Enforcement, but this past
summer, they were hit harder than
expected. In July, there were an astonishing
three separate cases of animal hoarding in
western New England that further added
to the customarily busy summer season. 

Animal hoarding crosses all socioeconomic
lines, and while animal hoarders may view
themselves as rescuers, the conditions in
which the animals are kept actually lead 
to extreme neglect and suffering. Law
Enforcement becomes alerted to these
situations, often through concerned
neighbors or service workers who may
enter a home on an unrelated matter. 

On July 15, 44 cats and kittens were
voluntarily surrendered from a home in the
Palmer area. Just eight days later, more
than 40 cats were rescued from a home in
Chicopee. On July 30, the third case of
animal hoarding involved nearly 100 farm
and domestic animals. 

This last case required the joint efforts of
staff from the MSPCA-Nevins Farm and
the MSPCA-WNE adoption centers. In 
total, 76 animals were taken from a home
in Southwick. Twenty-one sheep, 21
chickens and roosters, five goats and two
miniature stallions were transported to
Methuen. The domestic animals, including
two Chihuahua mixes, four cats, four
turtles, five rabbits, 11 parakeets and a
conure (small parrot), were brought to the
MSPCA-WNE adoption center. Several of
these animals were in dire need of medical
care and received it in the days and weeks
that followed.

MSPCA Law Enforcement looks to
the public to be the voice for those
that cannot speak for themselves. 
All calls are handled confidentially. If
you have a concern about the welfare
of an animal, please call MSPCA 
Law Enforcement at 800 628-5808 
or in western New England at 
413 750-7661.

MSPCA-
Western New
England Law
Enforcement 
Aids Dozens of
Domestic and
Farm Animals

VOTE YES ON 3: 
End the Cruelty
of Dog Racing on
November 4

Certified Humane:
Extending Our
Circle of
Compassion 
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Pet Rental Banned
in Massachusetts!

Greyhounds will have a voice on the 
upcoming election ballot.

Phinney’s Friends
Reaches Out to
the Elderly
Community

A D V O C A C YL A W  E N F O R C E M E N T

MSPCA Law Enforcement Deputy Director
Richard LeBlond assists with a miniature horse.

In previous issues of Companion, this section
typically has described the results of some of
the Law Enforcement department’s recently
prosecuted cases. Regrettably, disturbing
neglect and abuse of animals continues.
Investigations of animal cruelty allegations
occur across the entire state of
Massachusetts, involve a wide variety of
different animal species and cover allegations
ranging from abandonment to starvation 
to physical abuse. For example, recent law
enforcement cases have included the
intentional dropping of a puppy from a
third-floor window and the nailing of a 
pet snake to a telephone pole.

The MSPCA’s Law Enforcement officers
regularly contend with challenging
circumstances, and their patience and
resilience are an essential part of their
success. When appropriate and possible,
these officers educate people in an attempt
to create lasting change for the betterment
of animals. In fact, those with whom Law
Enforcement has interacted often elect to
surrender animals to an MSPCA adoption
center. Most of these instances escape
media coverage, but these cases are equally
important. They help to give animals a
better chance, even without the attention
usually devoted to court cases.

Some cases involve multiple animals. As a
mere sampling, the following animals were
surrendered to MSPCA adoption centers as
a result of the collaborative case efforts of
the Law Enforcement department in 2008:

More than 40 cats from Dighton

More than a dozen cats and dogs
from Greenfield

More than 30 cats from Lowell

Approximately 20 cats from Carver

Cats, dogs, rabbits, turtles, birds, goats,
miniature horses and more than 20
sheep from Southwick   

Several of the sheep rescued in Southwick are
gathered to be sent to the MSPCA-Nevins
Farm in Methuen.

At the MSPCA-Angell, we rescue animals,
provide them with the best possible
veterinary care, advocate for their protection
and find them loving homes. At the
MSPCA-Nevins Farm & Equine Center, 
we rescue and care for horses and other
farm animals, including donkeys, mules,
goats, sheep, pigs, chickens and geese. 
We strive to be community leaders in
compassion for all animals, including farm
animals. The MSPCA has long been a part
of Certified Humane, a program that
provides certification to facilities that meet
precise, objective standards for farm animal
treatment. To set an example, the MSPCA’s
own internal food policy requires an animal-
free menu or that food served at our events
is raised under independently certified,
specific standards of care, such as Certified
Humane. We hope our policy will inspire
other individuals and organizations to think
about how we can extend our circle of
compassion to farm animals.

For more information, visit
www.mspca.org/farmanimals.

For the past 12 years, the MSPCA-Angell
Phinney’s Friends program has been
dedicated to securing the important and
beneficial relationship our clients share with
their companion animals. The program is
unique in that it is both a human services and
animal welfare program. Phinney’s Friends
enhance human and companion animal
clients' quality of life together. Our clients
from the greater Boston area are living with
HIV/AIDS and live at, or below, the state's
poverty level. The volunteer-based program
provides pet care services (such as dog
walking or litter box cleaning), emergency
foster care, pet food, transportation and
vouchers for veterinary care  — all at no cost
to the client.

In January 2008, Phinney’s Friends introduced
a pilot program that expanded these services
to low-income elders that share their homes
with companion animals. Phinney’s Friends
and ETHOS, an elder service provider, are
working together on this effort. ETHOS is
dedicated to promoting independence, dignity
and well-being for the elderly. The pilot
program now gives clients of ETHOS access
to Phinney’s Friends services to ensure the
human–animal bond remains unbroken. 
The pilot will serve as a test to establish the
program’s ability to maintain the same level of
care to elderly clients while assisting the
HIV/AIDS community.

The pilot program has been a wonderful
success this year and an amazing experience
for both the staff and volunteers of the
Phinney’s Friends program. We have
welcomed over 20 elderly clients and our
assistance has ranged from grooming a
matted dog to providing transportation to 
the vet to medicating sick cats.

The volume of people in need is increasing,
and we are always looking for volunteers to
help us meet these requests. 

If you are interested in volunteering,
please contact Carmine DiCenso at
cdicenso@mspca.org or 617 541-5105.

On July 30, the third case of  
animal hoarding involved nearly
100 farm and domestic animals.” 

On August 5, Governor Patrick signed into
law a bill that prohibits the renting of pets in
Massachusetts. The MSPCA worked with
the Coalition to Prohibit the Renting of Pets,
a grassroots coalition of concerned citizens,
animal experts and organizations to pass this
important bill. Recent news about FlexPetz,
a pet rental company with plans to set up
shop in Boston, prompted the bill’s filing by
Representative Paul Frost (D-Auburn).
Renting pets treats our animal companions
as commodities, such as DVDs or cars that
can be acquired and disposed of at will. This
is not consistent with society’s views toward
our “best friends.” Legislators also
responded to concerns about the impact of
constantly changing caretakers on animals’
temperaments and public safety. 

To learn more, visit
www.mspca.org/petrental.

On Election Day, you will have the chance
to make history for the protection of 
dogs in Massachusetts by voting YES on
question 3: to phase out Greyhound racing 
in Massachusetts by 2010.

At the two Massachusetts racetracks, dogs
live in small cages, barely large enough for
them to stand up or turn around, for 20 or
more hours per day. Since 2002, at these
two dog tracks, more than 800 dogs have
been injured or killed.

The Greyhound Protection Act has been
endorsed by lawmakers, veterinarians,
humane organizations, animal control officers
and other community leaders. All agree that
dogs play an important role in our lives and
deserve to be protected from individuals
and industries that would do them harm.
Ask yourself, “Would you treat YOUR dog
this way?”

PLEASE VOTE YES ON 3 ON
NOVEMBER 4!

Please visit
www.mspca.org/companion 
to donate.



MSPCA-Angell Credit Card
Apply today for your
MSPCA-Angell
Platinum Plus Credit
Card with WorldPoints
Rewards. A portion of 
your purchases will go toward the 
MSPCA-Angell at no cost to you. For 
more information or to apply; visit
www.mspca.org or call toll-free 
1-800-932-2775 and mention 
priority code LQ6Q.

Become an 
MSPCA-Angell 
All-Star
Become a monthly donor 
by signing up to be an 
MSPCA-Angell All-Star. We 
depend greatly on our All-Stars. These 
dedicated friends provide reliable financial
support that allows us to devote more
resources to our animal care programs, and
less to raising the necessary funds. Pledge
your monthly gift at www.mspca.org/allstar.

Join the MSPCA-Angell
Online Network
Help us spread our mission of kindness 
and care for animals by joining our 
MSPCA-Angell community on MySpace,
Facebook and YouTube at
www.mspca.org/community. 

Conflicts with Wildlife in
Your House or Garden? 
Check out the Living With Wildlife 
program’s new web-based interactive

house. Don’t know
what type of animal it
is? The program 
provides a visual
depiction and step-

by-step instructions on how to recognize
and humanely exclude a wildlife intruder
from your home and garden. Go to
www.mspca.org/house to try it out! 

MSPCA-
Angell e-
Newsletter
Find out what’s
new at the
MSPCA-Angell 

by signing up for our monthly e-Newsletter!
Visit www.mspca.org/enews to sign 
up today!

MSPCA-Angell Online Store
Shop for gifts, pet prod-
ucts and more at the
MSPCA-Angell online
store, and 
proceeds from your
purchases will benefit

animals. Start shopping
today and make a difference at
www.mspca.org.

MSPCA-Angell Honor e-Cards 
Send an e-Card to announce a donation in
honor of a loved one or have us mail a 
card indicating that a gift was made in their
name. There is a $5 minimum donation 
for e-Cards and a $25 minimum for mailed
cards. Visit www.mspca.org/ecard to send 
an e-Card or call 617 541-5075 for 
more information.

Angell Pet Portal
Access your pet’s health information online:
view upcoming and recent appointments,
update account information and check your
pet’s vaccination status. You can even order
prescription refills online. The Angell Pet
Portal is easy, convenient and free! If you 
are an Angell client, visit www.mspca.org 
and click on the Pet Portal Login button to
sign up.

Step into Our Leaders Circle                         
Like all non-profits that do not receive any
funding from state or federal agencies, the
MSPCA-Angell relies on its contributors for
support, and that makes it challenging for us
to plan ahead. Dedicated members of our
Leaders Circle help us tremendously by
pledging to contribute $1,000 or more
every year, so we can ensure that our
programs and services do the best possible
work for the greatest number of animals.
And to thank them for their support, we
grant them special benefits.

Leaders Circle donors, at various levels of
giving, enjoy such perks as a listing in our
Annual Report, a Leaders Circle pin,
MSPCA tours with senior staff members,
breakfast with our president and invitations
to the Leaders Circle Forum series.  

Our Leaders Circle forums have been
generating great enthusiasm. In the final
forum of 2008, one of Angell’s emergency
and critical care veterinarians, Dr. Kiko
Bracker, will share his expertise on 

Pet First Aid — how to keep your pet safe
all year long, and what to do when things 
go wrong.

Would you like to join us? For a
yearly commitment of $1,000 or
more, we will add your name to the
Leaders Circle roll. Please contact
Kathleen Santry: 617 541-5075 or
ksantry@mspca.org.

Bob and Rose O’Neill’s baseball tournament.

Take Comfort in a Guaranteed
Income — and Help Animals, Too        
We are all grimly aware that financial times
are hard, and many fear that things might
not pick up again for quite a while. But even
though interest rates and the stock market
have been down, there is an attractive, 
fail-safe way you can secure your future 
and still help animals.

Consider partnering with us on a Charitable
Gift Annuity. In exchange for a gift of cash,
securities or other assets, the MSPCA-Angell
will agree to pay one or two people —
which can include you — a fixed sum of

money each year for life. The older the
recipients are at the time of your gift, the
greater the amount of annual income. 

The Charitable Gift Annuity guarantees you
an income you can never outlive, and in
these hard economic times, that can provide
you with real comfort. Your gift will also be
working to provide kindness and care for
animals.  

For more information, please contact
Alice Bruce: 617 541-5045 or
abruce@mspca.org.

Overseers Identify New Avenues 
of Support 
Our committed supporters don’t just give 
us money — they put their passions to
work for us.  

Heather Reed Colleary and Jonathan
Derby both became MSPCA Overseers in
2005. This year both of them came to us
with ideas that have already proven very
fruitful for the MSPCA.  

Heather, now Vice President in Premier
Banking and Investments with Bank of
America, has loved animals all her life. As a
child, she volunteered every day after
school at a local shelter. When she and
her husband James decided to adopt a
dog, they visited the MSPCA and
became smitten with a Pit
Bull/Boxer puppy they adopted
and named Taj. “Taj is our
world,” Heather says, “I couldn’t
imagine my life without her.”

Heather, with help from
MSPCA Development Officer
Laura Hoag, headed up a
committee of her
friends and
colleagues to produce our first
“Party Animals” fundraiser at
The Foundation Lounge in
Boston. This highly successful
event, geared toward young
professionals, has launched what we hope
will be a rewarding MSPCA partnership with
a whole new demographic. Thanks to
Heather and this energized group, exciting
doors are opening for us.

Jonathan Derby is a financial manager with
the family-owned firm of Derby and
Company. He and his
wife Wendy, both
passionate about our
cause, share life at their
Shrewsbury home with a
wide assortment of
animals, including some
chickens adopted from
Nevins Farm.

Jon and fellow Overseer Jim Schaye, both
avid golfers, came to us with the
idea of holding a golf tournament
to benefit the MSPCA-Angell,

and that conversation
developed into the
inaugural MSPCA Golf
Tournament, held this
past spring at the
Belmont Country Club.
Jon did extensive
outreach for this event,
and promoted
participation from
everyone he knew.

Largely because of his efforts,
the tournament raised over
$140,000 for MSPCA Law

Enforcement. He is now
already hard at work planning

the second annual MSPCA Golf Invitational
next June! 

Planning for 
the Future?

As you make your estate plans, please consider 
a bequest to the MSPCA-Angell. For more
information, contact Alice Bruce at 617 541-5045 
or abruce@mspca.org.

Dr. Lisa Moses and Janet Marlow at a 
Leaders Circle forum.
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Jonathan Derby

Heather and James Colleary
and Taj.

Deck the Halls with Your 
Pets’ Photos! 
Extend your holiday giving to animals by buying an ornament for the MSPCA-Angell Holiday
Tree — and celebrate your pet as well! Photo-personalized ornaments and beautifully
wrapped gift boxes will display your pet’s picture at the Prudential Center throughout the
month of December, and handcrafted wreaths will center attention on your pet in the
lobbies of Angell and our Boston adoption center. Decorations you buy will help less
fortunate pets through our Pet Care Assistance Fund, which helps provide vital veterinary
care for pets whose owners cannot afford it, and for animals rescued from abuse or neglect.

Don’t miss out! To include your pet’s ornament on
the tree in time for the lighting ceremony, we must
receive your photo and donation by December 1.

Please join us for the tree-lighting at the Prudential
Center in Boston, near the Huntington Avenue
entrance on Thursday, December 4, at 5:30 p.m., 
and listen to marvelous holiday music from the
acclaimed a cappella group, Syncopation
(www.jazzsyncopation.com).

In Springfield, the tree-lighting ceremony is on
Thursday, December 11, at 5:00 p.m. at the Eastfield Mall. All donations to the Springfield
Holiday Tree will benefit the care of homeless and abused animals in western New England.

To purchase ornaments online, please visit www.mspca.org/holidaytree.

For more information about the Boston Holiday Tree, call Cory Berry-Whitlock
at 617 541-5046 or e-mail cberrywhitlock@mspca.org.

For more information about the Springfield Holiday Tree, call Candy Lash at 
413 750-7666 or e-mail clash@mspca.org.



On November 4, you will have the chance to help end the cruelty 
of Greyhound racing in Massachusetts. See our cover story and 

page 6 for more information about why you should help. 
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Animal Hall of Fame 
Over 350 of the MSPCA-Angell’s enthusiastic supporters honored some remarkable animal
and human heroes at our 21st annual Animal Hall of Fame Dinner, held at the JFK Library on
October 16. We’re thrilled to report that the event raised over $355,000 for the animals!

Vote YES on Question 3!

VOTE FOR THE DOGS ON NOVEMBER 4

Once again, this year’s statewide MSPCA-
Angell Walk for Animals set a new record
with the total donations exceeding $400,000!
More than 3,000 people and over 1,500
dogs walked on September 7 in Boston,
Brockton, Springfield, Martha’s Vineyard and
Hyannis. The vital funds raised will help the
MSPCA-Angell care for over 250,000
homeless, injured and abused animals annually.

Walkers enjoyed a wide range of activities at
the five locations, including: the popular
canine kissing contest, food, prizes, canine
Frisbee shows, agility training and pet portraits.

Explains MSPCA-Angell President Carter
Luke, “It’s heartwarming to have so many
animal lovers in so many communities step
forward, and show how much they care by
joining us in celebration of our best friends.
And besides raising critically-needed financial
support for the MSPCA-Angell’s programs to
help animals, it is also a whole lot of fun to
see so many dogs gathered in one place,
having such a good time!”

The coveted “Mutt of the Year” honor was
awarded to Nelly, a gentle five year-old
Rottweiler/Mastiff mix whose perserverance
earned her this title. Nelly was surrendered
by a family with eight children when the
parents lost their jobs. Nelly’s medical
challenges led to a three month stay at the
MSPCA in Methuen before Danielle
Davidson came into Nelly’s life and adopted
her. The two are now sharing a happy
ending. The MSPCA-Angell thanks all the
Walk supporters for their part in making
happy endings like these possible.

A special thank you to all of the sponsors, walkers, volunteers and donors who
helped make this event an enormous success.
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Carter Luke with K9 Animal Hero Award
Recipients Officer Willis and Fritz.

28th Annual MSPCA-Angell 
Walk for Animals

Human Hero Host Robert L. Beal and
Mountie Too.

Carter Luke (center) and MSPCA-Angell Board Chairman Robert Cummings (right) with award
recipients (L to R) Sgt. Frank Flynn and Deputy Superintendent Patrick Crossen of the Boston Police
K9 Unit, Emmylou Harris, Amanda MacDonald and Atticus with Tom Ryan.

Marilyn Kudisch and Carey Reid.

Top fundraisers Bennett and Joe-Edith Heffron
enjoyed the event with their Papillons.

Blue Dog Group wowed the crowd with super
canine talent. 

Nelly, our Mutt of the Year, with her 
owner Danielle.

Event Chairs Ronald and Julie Druker with George
T. Angell Award Recipient, Emmylou Harris,
and MSPCA-Angell President Carter Luke.


